
Hi, my name is Brian Gregory.  I am 13 years old and I am in 8th grade at City Academy here in 
Salt Lake City. 
 
In 2050, I hope to be 53 years old.  The math says I will be, the science says that it won’t happen 
unless there are DRASTIC changes made in EVERYTHING that we do, AND the politicians – 
they don’t seem to care – they deny the existence of a climate crisis – as IF they know more than 
the scientists – which even “I” an 8th grader know – that THE POLITICIANS DO NOT know 
more than the scientists – when it comes to science.  
 
But REALLY -- What is so HARD to understand?  – the planet is heating up, when it gets too 
hot, plants die, when plants die there’s no food for the animals and people, so the animals 
and the people die.   The polar ice caps are melting … leading to more warming … a 
feedback loop that speeds up the warming process and the sea level rises … and the storms 
increase in frequency and intensity … bigger, more frequent storms, flooding, disease, 
death.  BAD – what is so HARD to understand?  Sick planet = sick environment = sick 
people = fighting over resources = fighting leading to war = imminent destruction = end of 
civilization 
 
Why can’t adults see this?   Or maybe you can … and you just CHOOSE to do nothing? … deny 
the evidence? 
 
IF your child or your grandchild got sick today, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Jenkins, Mr. Noel, would you 
take your child to the doctor?  And if the doctor, gave you instructions to follow, based on “the 
best medical science known today” – something that would save your child from pain and illness 
or even death, would you follow those instructions?  Would you follow those instructions, IF the 
research said it was effective most of the time - like 97% of the time?  OR would you just ignore 
those instructions, taking your chances on your child’s health or your child’s life?   I can only 
imagine that you would do everything in your power to give your child the best treatment and the 
best chances available even if it were only 97% effective. 
 
Maybe adults are just too busy, too tied up in their own worlds to care about the future?  OR 
maybe adults are just too greedy – do you want all the natural resources now … for yourselves? 
… who cares what is left for me – who cares if there is no coal, no oil, no water, no clean air – 
who cares? 
 
I care and my brother and sister and my cousins care and my friends care and all those little kids 
in primary care – they care … and what about all those unborn kids … the ones everyone talks 
about protecting … they care too.  And we, kids, will not stand idly by and let you steal our 
future away from us. 
 
In 2050, I hope to be 53 years old.  The math says I will be, the science and politicians holds out 
much less hope – UNLESS we TAKE ACTION NOW.  I challenge every Utah citizen to walk 
our UTAH talk.  We TALK about FAMILY VALUES … let’s LEAD the way in addressing the 
climate crisis with SOLUTIONS that will strengthen our FAMILIES now and in the future.  Let 
us focus NOT on WEALTH and POWER and POLLUTION, but on HEALTH – healthy 
relationships, healthy planet, healthy environment, healthy communities, healthy and happy 



people.  Let’s focus on REAL SOLUTIONS like SOLAR and WIND and GEOTHERMAL … 
let’s GET RID of COAL and NUCLEAR  … WE CANT AFFORD THEM ANYMORE … not 
if we want to assure a HEALTHY, LIVABLE FUTURE for ME and all the other kids already 
here or soon to arrive on this EARTH!   
 
I call on the Utah State Legislature to TEAR UP HJR12 – the CLIMATE CHANGE JOINT 
RESOLUTION and write LEGISLATION that will make UTAH the LEADER in renewable 
energy, sustainable transportation, and healthy communities … and DEMAND national 
LEGISLATION that will take on the climate crisis for what it REALLY is, the BIGGEST 
challenge that humanity has EVER faced – let’s start on the path to a livable future right here, 
right now in UTAH.  Let’s show Washington, let’s show the world how it’s done.   
 
All we have to lose is LIFE ITSELF, if WE are not willing to try. 
 


